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PREMIER’S STATEMENT 
Consideration - Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe) [2.45 pm]:  Prior to the break I was addressing an issue in your electorate, 
Mr Speaker, on the rock art in the Burrup Peninsula.  I was saying that in my opinion and in the opinion of many 
others, it is Australia’s most significant heritage asset and it is of state, national and international significance.  I 
had begun to address the issue of Aboriginal ownership, which is quite a vexed and controversial issue.  I do not 
want to dwell on this point other than to make a couple of brief observations.  As I said before the break, the 
original inhabitants of the then Burrup Island and the other islands of the archipelago, the Yaburara people, were 
effectively killed off in a series of massacres in the 1860s.   

The issue of significance is that this government in its desire to settle native title issues acted I believe in a fairly 
pre-emptive way.  Despite the fact that the Yaburara people had disappeared, there were nevertheless three 
claimant groups for the Burrup Peninsula.  This government settled their claims in 2003.  It included a package 
of various measures totalling some $15 million.  It is now a historical fact that the Federal Court in 2003 found 
that native title did not exist in Burrup Peninsula.  I have no objection to people from the broad area being 
involved, but there is a significant point of heritage involved.  The people today who have been given 
responsibility for giving clearance to development sites on the Burrup Peninsula have no direct link to the 
original inhabitants of that area and, presumably, the people who created the rock art.  That is a deficiency in the 
arrangement that this government has entered into.  I do not doubt that the Aboriginal people involved have 
some spiritual connection.  I do not doubt in any sense their desire to behave responsibly, but they are effectively 
giving heritage clearances over something they have no direct connection to and - I do not mean it in a 
controversial way - perhaps they have no knowledge of.  There is a contradiction in what is happening.  That is 
not in the best interest of preserving the sites.  We are wrong to presume that Aboriginal people from the 
surrounding area are the experts on the rock art; indeed, they may know little about it.  We need to be careful on 
how we address this in the future. 

The question is, however, what to do in the future.  The reason I have raised this issue in the Parliament is 
twofold.  First, I think that we as a Parliament need to recognise the importance of the rock art on the Burrup 
Peninsula.  That is significant in itself.  This Parliament needs to understand just what we have in Western 
Australia and how important it is.  The rest of the world is recognising its importance, yet we in Western 
Australia are not; we are failing.  Related to that, this Parliament in particular needs to accept responsibility for 
the current and future protection of that rock art and all that entails.  I do not pretend to have all the answers; I 
have very few of the answers.  The important thing is that we recognise its importance and accept responsibility 
as a Parliament. 

A number of other practical issues need to be dealt with.  They will not be dealt with in a matter of months.  
They are by their very nature long-term issues.  For a start, we do not know exactly what exists on the Burrup 
Peninsula.  We have a vague notion that there may be 300 000 rock carvings.  I have some photographs for those 
who have not seen the site, if any member is interested.  We need a detailed heritage survey, documentation, 
recording and identification of the locations of the site.  That is estimated to cost $15 million.  I expect it will 
take many years to complete, given the terrain, but let us start.  There should be a commitment to properly 
document the rock art on the Burrup Peninsula.  If it takes 10 or 20 years, I do not think that matters.  It has been 
there for 6 000 to 18 000 years.  We have a responsibility to start the process of reporting and documenting what 
is there.   
We also need to take some immediate measures to ensure the protection of the site.  There is clear and increasing 
evidence of vandalism and desecration of that rock carvings.  That is happening under our watch, as it were, as 
members of Parliament in Western Australia.  I do not doubt that some of the smaller items are being stolen.  
There was the situation in Broome where a footprint of a dinosaur was stolen a few years ago.  That was taken 
from below the water line.  In this case, people can literally pick up a rock with a carving on it, put it in the back 
of their car and drive off.  It is that accessible.  It is on the edge of a bituminised road 20 minutes from Karratha 
airport.  We must, therefore, do something about that quickly. 
I also urge this government to reconsider the way in which it has approached planning for industrial sites on the 
Burrup Peninsula.  The causeway to Hearson Cove has been built; I saw it recently.  It began with an initial 
decision and funding when I was a minister.  This government has expanded it, which is a good thing, and the 
infrastructure is being put in place.  That will allow some industry into Hearson Cove.  The government should 
forget other areas of the Burrup Peninsula where it proposes to develop new sites; it is not logical.  The 
government should now recommence the long-term planning of the Maitland site, and put whatever industry 
comes in the next few years into Hearson Cove.  One key issue will be how to develop Maitland in the future 
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with minimum impact on the rock art.  Some rock art will be destroyed if the development of Maitland goes 
ahead.  However, let us at least examine how much will have to be destroyed and how the impact of that 
destruction can be absolutely minimised. 

Mr Speaker, you would know better than I the issues of local access that need to be addressed.  The people of the 
region deserve access to some of the beaches on the Burrup Peninsula, by the construction and improvement of 
the road or track - I think it is the “jump start” track - that is virtually impassable.  That is a local issue. 

There is also the issue of tourism.  There was a media report a week or so ago from a Department of 
Conservation and Land Management officer about CALM’s plans for tourism on the Burrup Peninsula.  The 
report referred to building low-level accommodation, walk trails and bits and pieces.  That sounds fine, but it is 
like so much else that has happened: it is ad hoc in nature.  This rock art is of international significance.  The 
government should not just release a report and knock up a few shacks for tourists; this must be done in a far 
more comprehensive manner than that.  I assure members that the rock art is attracting and will attract major 
international interest.  Rock art is not necessarily rare around the world; there are a number of sites.  However, 
many of those sites are located inside caves, and visitation by humans, particularly large numbers of tourists, has 
damaged the rock art.  Sites in Spain, France and elsewhere have been closed.  Sites that used to attract 1 200 
visitors a day are, for protection reasons, now no longer open.  Western Australia has a site that can be open.  
The rock art is not in a cave; it is in an open location.  Whether it be in Spain, Italy or France, rock art is a major 
attraction if it is developed properly to world’s best practice.  It is a specialised form of tourism for people 
visiting Australia and the Burrup Peninsula, where they can - as I have and I am sure other members have - walk 
into a valley the size of this chamber and see examples of rock art light up on the walls as the sun moves across 
the sky.  People will marvel at the opportunity to see that ancient rock art and to see it in a proper way.  In my 
view that will take planning, it will require that we learn from the mistakes that have been made, and it will 
require that we follow world’s best practice in developing the site.  It is not a matter of building just a few walk 
trails and signposts; it is way beyond that level. 

Finally, there is the issue of international recognition.  The National Trust of Australia has nominated this site for 
listing on the National Heritage List.  I understand claimant Aboriginal groups may have done the same.  The 
federal government has made some sort of assessment of the site.  I have no doubt that the Burrup Peninsula will 
ultimately receive National Heritage listing and probably World Heritage listing.  However, in both cases, in my 
view at least, it is premature and should occur only after the state has properly accepted and performed its 
responsibility by surveying the site and solving the apparent conflict between industry and the preservation of 
this rock art.  A lot of work has been done - some of it a little ad hoc - but it needs to be concluded; then we may 
well contemplate whether we want to proceed with National Heritage or World Heritage listing.  As a Western 
Australian member of Parliament, I would hate to see this Parliament simply vacate the playing field and 
continue, as has occurred since the 1960s, with a bit of a study here and a bit of a report there without dealing 
with the issue properly.  If we continue to fail to deal with the issue properly, it will be a threat to industrial 
development on the Burrup and it will be a threat to the rock art.  What a disgrace it would be for this Parliament 
if it were the national government or an international body that properly saved, protected and managed the rock 
art.  It a major heritage issue for this state and it is one for which this Parliament - not CALM, the Department of 
Industry and Resources or the local authority - must assume responsibility for preserving, protecting and making 
it possibly available for people to see and enjoy one of the world’s truly great and ancient heritage sites.   

MR D.T. REDMAN (Stirling) [2.55 pm]:  I begin my address today by acknowledging the new Premier, the 
member for Willagee, and also by congratulating the two new ministers, the members for Mandurah and Peel.   

Mr P.B. Watson interjected.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN:  And the new parliamentary secretaries too, member for Albany! 

I will now reflect a bit on 2005.  I have been in the Parliament for 12 months.  The first significant piece of 
legislation to hit the Parliament in 2005 was the one vote, one value legislation.  That legislation has now been 
passed, and we, as regional people, have to live with it.  The WA Nationals are united on this matter, and we will 
be going into the 2009 election with a clear plan for how we can meet the challenge of supporting and promoting 
regional Western Australia when that legislation comes into effect.  I acknowledge the Leader of the National 
Party for taking a strong lead in this matter.   
Another big issue for the WA Nationals in 2005 was the proposed takeover by Woolworths of the Action 
supermarkets in this state.  I must say that the actions of the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission 
on this takeover were very disappointing, and I still have serious concerns about this matter.  This matter was 
debated at length in various motions that were put to the Parliament, including one from the member for Warren-
Blackwood.  It culminated in a motion that the Economics and Industry Standing Committee review and report 
to the Parliament on a range of issues, including the market dominance of major food retail chains in Western 
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Australia, country of origin and state-of-origin labelling, and the health and safety of imported foodstuffs.  I have 
been involved with this matter for some time as a coopted member of that committee.  The committee has been 
working on these issues for the past eight or nine months, and I understand it will present its final report at the 
end of this month.  I have a strong passion for state-of-origin labelling.  I am keen to support the consumers of 
Western Australia by ensuring that they are able to identify and purchase local produce.  I have brought with me 
today some samples of the local produce that can be found in my electorate, and I will be tabling those shortly.   
I have some concerns about the position that the Minister for Agriculture and Food has taken on the 
identification of state of origin as a means of identifying local produce.  I do not believe the minister’s action on 
this issue has been as strong as it should be.  There is clearly consumer support for state-of-origin labelling.  
Many local producers, particularly in the area that I come from, believe they could gain a 10 to 15 per cent 
advantage if we had state-of-origin labelling.  The minister has highlighted his desire to also identify country of 
origin, down to as far as the ingredient level.  I have some concerns about that matter, and I have passed those 
concerns to the committee.  The interim report that the committee handed down in September of last year 
identified that state-of-origin labelling should not go down to that level.  I hope the government will listen to that 
outcome, because I believe it is valid.   
Another matter that was taken up by the WA Nationals last year was the need to set up a biofuels task force.  I 
am very pleased that the government supported the motion.  That task force has now been set up.  It has met only 
once so far, but it will be holding another meeting next week, which I will be attending.  I am very happy with 
the terms of reference and where that committee will be going.  We certainly need to set a direction for biofuels 
in Western Australia.  When I put that motion to the house, I said that my primary concern was that all the action 
was happening on the eastern seaboard and Western Australia was not in the mix.  It is important to ensure that 
Western Australia does come into the mix as far as biofuels are concerned, because it will have a significant 
impact on regional development.  I do not want to pre-empt the outcomes of that committee, but I would like the 
government to give serious consideration to its regional development agenda and recognise the synergy that 
exists between developing the biofuels industry and investing in the regions.  That is an opportunity for this 
government; certainly, it is an opportunity for people in regional Western Australia.  There is a greater 
government agenda; let us see the two fit together to get a good outcome.   
There are some challenges with biofuels.  One of the reasons the Nationals moved a motion to set up a biofuels 
task force, rather than look for a particular outcome, is that it is a complex issue.  That group has brought 
together a number of experts in Western Australia.  It will have an opportunity to listen to some people in the 
industry to get good, solid feedback to get a positive outcome for Western Australia.  Indeed, I would like some 
incentives to be put in place in Western Australia to encourage the biofuels industry to ensure that the stuff 
comes out of our bowsers in the near future. 
I will talk a little about my electorate and some of the fruits of the great southern.  In doing so, I will promote a 
festival that happened recently called TASTE Great Southern.  It happened last week.  It was promoted and 
organised by the Great Southern Regional Marketing Association.  The GSRMA has worked diligently over the 
past number of years to highlight the activities in the great southern and, indeed, the assets of wine and food in 
the area, and now it is capturing the arts.  This TASTE Great Southern week brought together a number of 
functions in my electorate and the great southern region.  It also brought in some people from outside the area.  
We had a visiting chef, Charmaine Solomon.  Some members of the house may know Charmaine Solomon.  She 
was one of the first people to bring Asian cuisine into Australia.  She was most intrigued by what is on offer in 
the great southern.  She held a number of masterclasses in the area.  We also had strong support from Russell 
Blaikie.  He is the owner and head chef of Must Winebar in Perth, and a great supporter of the great southern 
region.  He also offered his support to a number of functions in the area.   
I highlight that the Great Southern Regional Marketing Association, which put this festival together, works on a 
minimal budget.  Obviously there is a certain amount of support from the industry, and it is looking for further 
support from various industry groups in the area.  The function that I attended was at the Forest Hill winery.  The 
Forest Hill vineyard in Mt Barker was the first vineyard to hit the great southern region.  In essence, it was set up 
in response to a report by Dr Gladstones, who did some research into the soil types, climate and assets of the 
region that may well support the viticulture industry.  It was highlighted that the great southern region was a hot 
spot for the quality of fruit it may produce.  Agriculture WA supported it by putting in a trial vineyard.  The first 
vineyard in the region was the Forest Hill vineyard and it has the oldest vines in the great southern region.  Of 
course, some of those wines were on offer at the regional food feast at the new Forest Hill winery in Denmark, 
which is its marketing point away from the vineyard.   
I will go through the menu for this function.  On the night, Russell Blaikie talked us through the menu and the 
different products that came from the great southern.  I will walk through those products because they represent 
the sharp point of some of the produce that comes from the region. 
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Mr A.D. McRae:  Will you table that for the information of members? 
Mr D.T. REDMAN:  I will, once I have had a chance to promote these items.  The first item on the menu was 
Albany rock oysters, which were produced by Ocean Foods International Pty Ltd.  We had oysters natural with 
some of the local wines, and I will show members some of the wines in a moment.  We then had Denmark 
mussels.  The Denmark mussel farm was opened by the member for Cockburn, who is now a minister.  It is 
owned by Zac and Oona.  I went to the formal opening last year.  They are now producing their first mussels out 
of the Wilson Inlet.  It is a tremendous product.  Smoked tru blu great southern hapuka was next on the menu, 
and it was provided by Craig and Sharon - I do not have their last names written down.  They are involved in 
smoking a number of products.  In fact, I saw a significant amount of those products at the Albany farmers 
market recently, which I will refer to as well.  I will also highlight another product that was on show; that is, 
Jingilli olive oil.  It comes from the biggest orchard in Western Australia.  It comes from a 600-hectare orchard 
at Frankland.  It has been producing olive oil for a significant time.  It is an absolutely tremendous product.  
These people are in the great southern and are marketing outside the region.  In fact, they are trying to market the 
product into Tuscany and Spain, because in those areas the product has only a short shelf life.  They are trying to 
market it to those areas when their products are not fresh.  I like to promote that as well.  

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Did you say “Tuscany in Spain”?  Tuscany is in Italy.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN:  I meant that whole area.   

As part of the main course, we went on to Butterfield beef ribs from O’Meahan’s in the Stirling Range.  It is 
interesting that Russell Blaikie from the Must Wine Bar serves beef ribs only from that area.  It is a tremendous 
product.  These beans are another great product, grown by Richard and Valda Stuart-Williams in Denmark, 
calling themselves Box Organics.  We have been buying these products ourselves.  Their organic farm has been 
set up on Scotsdale Road.  I am not an organic buff; I would not say that I was a strong supporter of organics, but 
we are seeing a market shift towards organic produce and wines, and it is an area that we must not lose sight of 
as being a potential opportunity for our region.  There have also been significant market shifts in Europe, and I 
would like to see the Department of Agriculture put more resources into research and development on organics.  
It is a great opportunity that we should not lose sight of.   

I also want to acknowledge Howard and Bev Shapland, a couple of horticultural growers on the South Coast 
Highway.  They produced a number of vegetables for the function I attended.  More particularly, Howard and 
Bev have made a contribution by setting up the Albany Farmers’ Market, which I visited last Saturday.  It has 
been going for a few years now and has been very successful.  I know the member for Albany is a big supporter.  
A number of producers go there.  It starts at eight or nine in the morning and goes through until lunch time.  
Customers get tremendous quality from the local grower, and they can talk to the growers about how they are 
doing.  The growers are very passionate about what they are producing.  Another couple who were significant in 
setting up the farmers’ market were Phillip and Sheila Marshall, from Midway Farm.  They are actually 
asparagus growers, but they also grow raspberries.  Raspberries made up part of a berry salad we had on the 
evening.  

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Can you pass them over here, so that we can have a look? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN:  They are top quality, and I will table them, so the member for Warren-Blackwood might 
get a chance if he is close! 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  As long as the member does not try to table the beef ribs he is talking about, he will 
be safe! 

Mr D.T. REDMAN:  The March edition of the Gourmet Traveller magazine has a section on the great southern 
region, promoting the products of the area.  There is a picture of Philip Marshall in it, as well as a picture of the 
Forest Hill winery, and a couple of other shots from the Albany region.  It is worth a read, because it highlights 
and promotes the value of the products coming out of that region.  It is interesting to see that the subheading 
under the headline “Great Southern land” reads “Move over Margaret River, the Great Southern region just got 
greater . . . ”  That highlights what is happening there.   

I also want to acknowledge Jim and Marilyn Lilywhite of Denmark, who run the Denmark Berry Farm.  I have 
never seen these berries before.  They are just like raspberries, but they are a different colour.  I am colour blind, 
so I am cautious not to put a colour on the berry, but it made a lovely blend in the berry salad.  I also 
acknowledge Joan Bath from Taste Mount Barker, who has been promoting the fruits of the region through her 
shop.  She put in some verjuice to this evening, and was a strong supporter of the fruits of the region.  Another 
brand with which members may be familiar is Naked Bean Coffee, run by Patrick and Mary McSweeney, who 
are based in Albany, although they actually started in Denmark.  They have a roasting facility and they roast two 
tonnes of coffee a month.  This can now be found on shelves in Perth, and it is a tremendous product.  This is a 
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fair trade product, which encourages a fair price for the producers.  Obviously, it needs to be imported, and it is 
worth having a look at.  I have talked before about the Ravenhill Dairy.  As members will know, following 
deregulation the dairy industry has gone through a tough time recently.  That dairy has set up a factory or 
processing facility where it is now bottling its own milk.  It has a range of products at one and two litre levels.  
This is a low-fat product.  The interesting thing about producing a low-fat product is that it starts off with skim 
milk and then is filled up with whole milk to bring it up to the required level of fat content.  Other groups often 
put in milk powder to bring up the level.  If members were to taste these products, they would notice a clear 
difference - old style thick cream. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  Where is it marketed? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN:  It is now being marketed to the region and they are looking at going into some 
independent supermarkets in Perth.  They are only just starting their Perth contact.  They have to be very careful 
to do it well.  They are great producers, they are making a top effort with what they are producing and I know it 
will work well in Perth.  They are really putting their life on the line for this because they have obviously 
borrowed a lot of money - I do not know how much - and they have set up a tremendous facility.  I encourage 
that.  We want people to take that sort of risk, and as Western Australians we need to support people like that. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  Interjected. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN:  No.  They have a big rotary dairy and it all comes off their own property.  Although this 
product was not presented during the evening that I attended, I will highlight another product from Denmark 
called Waggledance honey.  They have a whole range of products and I would love to have shown them to the 
house.  In this case it is creamed virgin comb honey, unprocessed.  It may be used for medicinal purposes.  That 
is worth looking for on the shelves, too.  This is a local guy in Denmark really having a crack at it.  He is finding 
it a bit of a challenge with some of the bigger supermarket chains, but he is out there having a go.  We like to 
support people like that. 

One of the wines that were put out on the evening that I would like to highlight - probably more so because it is a 
quality wine - is a sparkling riesling from the Orange Tractor Winery.  I present this because I want to 
acknowledge the efforts of Pam Lincoln and Murray Gomm. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr D.T. REDMAN:  Pam has promoted wines in the region and she has been presenting a number of courses in 
the region.  She has been on talkback radio supporting and promoting the great southern.  She obviously 
produces a great product as well.  I had a bottle of this wine with my wife last night in acknowledgment of 
International Women’s Day, and I certainly recommend it.  The interesting thing about this wine is that it is 
produced from organic grapes as well.  

Another wine product that is much better known in the area is the MadFish riesling.  The 2004 vintage was the 
winner in its class at the Mt Barker show in 2004, and was the top wine at the show.  It is produced by Howard 
Park Wines, which also has a facility in Margaret River although it started in Denmark.  That is also a top wine.  
I am also putting this wine up for another reason.  Amy and Jeff Burch have obviously invested a lot of money in 
that region with their winery, but they have also supported the Denmark Music Foundation by setting up a 
number of concerts.  Members may or may not be aware, but recently there was a John Butler Trio concert in 
Denmark supported by Howard Park Wines.  It was held on the winery site, with a huge effort from the Denmark 
Music Foundation promoting the arts of the region.  Part of the return from the event goes towards a $3 000 
bursary to support young performers or people who want to get into the performing industry.  That is a 
tremendous outcome and they strongly support that.  This year three 16-year-old girls, called the Lonely 
Brothers, actually won the bursary.  I suggest members look out for them in future years.  Clearly, all these 
people are passionate about what they do.  It is very clear that if people are passionate about what they do, they 
will do a great job of their product.  That region has great opportunities and I also think the opportunities for 
marketing these products go well beyond that region. 

I seek leave to table these items. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Is there anything that is perishable and likely to go off in this heat? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN:  Only one, and I will probably hang onto that. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Then I think we will take the risk, for the balance of today’s sitting. 

[The items were tabled for the information of members.] 
Mr D.T. REDMAN:  I will highlight some issues that I see for the region.  In my first year in Parliament, I have 
found that the number one issue is roads.  This subject is raised with me on a raft of fronts - namely, by people 
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who use the roads, people who are concerned about roads and industry users.  It is something we need to give 
our attention to.  The condition of the roads is not just the fault of this government; the problem has been with us 
for some time.   
The influence of the timber industry has caused a lot of deterioration of the local and Main Road systems and a 
considerable amount of investment is needed.  The Shires of Cranbrook and Plantagenet face a backlog of work 
brought about by what resulted from last year’s floods.  Even if more funding were made available to them, they 
probably would still not be in a position to carry out other maintenance work that is required at this stage.  
Therefore, it is more important to highlight that when the state is experiencing good times, support funds should 
be provided to local government to ensure that roads are maintained.  Now these shires are dealing with last 
year’s backlog of work and are not able to carry out the maintenance that is required. 

I acknowledge that the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure said in answer to a question I asked last year that 
she would raise the priority of the Muir Highway on her agenda.  I certainly hope that will convert into some 
dollars for that highway.  Roads is a serious issue.   

Stage 1 of the Albany Ring Road is under progress.  It is necessary to provide full access to the port without 
having to go through Albany.  The necessary easements for the Albany Ring Road stages 2 and 3 must be set up 
as soon as possible to allow the building of those roads to occur.  The easements are a concern for those people 
who own land in the area required for stages 2 and 3.  It is important that the government negotiate with those 
people as soon as possible.   

I recently attended the opening of the Albany Chip Terminal, which is a joint project by Integrated Tree 
Cropping Ltd and Timbercorp Ltd.  This $20 million facility caters for chips that come from infill chippers to the 
port for export.  Approximately one million tonnes of woodchips a year will go through that terminal.  If we put 
that alongside the Albany Plantation Export Company chip terminal, about two million tonnes of woodchips is 
being exported each year from the great southern region from 130 000 hectares of trees.  The investment that 
those people have put into the region is significant.  The harvesting is happening, the produce is being taken to 
the port and that produce is being exported by ship.  This has generated a lot of employment.  I support that 
industry for the contribution it makes to the region.  I addressed the group associated with the Albany Chip 
Terminal at its opening and I highlighted the change that has occurred from when I was a kid at Denmark: the 
timber mills had to close at that time, and I referred in my address to the concern that was expressed by the 
community at the closure of the mills.  People had a huge issue because of the impact that the closures had on the 
economy of that town.  Now the same industry, in a different form, is injecting some funds back into the 
community.   

The One Community, One College project in Mt Barker is significant, and I compliment and acknowledge the 
efforts of members of the steering committee to get that project up.  It was supported by the government - 
actually it was supported by the current Premier when he was Minister for Education and Training.  The 
government has given a commitment to the first stage and I encourage its support for the ensuing stages so that it 
is not operating from two sites for too long.  Mt Barker Senior High School is the site of this project.  I 
acknowledge that this school was recently awarded the top government school award for 2005 in recognition of 
the outstanding results of its year 12 students.  It is a great outcome for that school, and the Minister for 
Education and Training has acknowledged that to the principal.   

I highlight a project that Denmark and Walpole are looking at; that is, the development of their main streets.  
Again, I refer to roads.  These towns are significant tourist venues and an increasing number of people are 
travelling to those towns for holidays or a sea change or lifestyle change.  The local people want the doormat to 
their towns to look better than is currently the case.  I encourage support in that area.   

It is important that the government invests in projects that will encourage investment in local towns.  The 
hospitals and schools need replacing, but we also need to invest in projects that will encourage investment into 
that region.  These are the sorts of projects that will do that.  One of my favourites is the Bunbury to Albany 
natural gas pipeline.  Whilst it is not a viable project now - that is acknowledged by both sides of the house - it is 
important to recognise that it will be one day.  We can approach that in two ways.  There can be a joint venture 
between government and a private company to put it in place now in which the government underwrites the gap, 
or we can say, “Let’s invest in the corridor.”  That is often hard to do with these sorts of projects.  There are a 
raft of processes to go through to get the pipeline corridor.  We can invest in the corridor now and know that 
when it is put in place, it will be viable.  I encourage the Premier as the Minister for State Development to invest 
in the pipeline corridor so that it can be supported when the pipeline becomes available.   

I have only a short time left, so I will cover a couple of main points relating to my portfolio.  The first relates to 
water.  I am concerned about the government’s proposal to pump 45 gigalitres out of the Yarragadee aquifer.  In 
a 1 000-page report from the Water Corporation, a number of concerns were raised, particularly about the 
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environmental impact.  It is a big concern for the locals to think that water will be pumped out of there simply to 
put on someone’s lawn in the city.  The Nationals do not support pumping the Yarragadee.  We believe other 
steps can be taken, including recycling water.  Even if we move to desalination, one of the big concerns is 
putting the waste in Cockburn Sound.  It would have to be dumped further out.  That is a better option.  
Catchment thinning is also an option.  We have a big concern with pumping water out of the Yarragadee.  
Clearly, that is a serious issue for people who live in that region.   

As far as agriculture is concerned, the Nationals are supportive of maintaining the Potato Marketing Corporation.  
We are concerned that it could go the same way as the dairy industry, the deregulation of which has provided no 
positive outcomes for the consumers and significant reductions in what producers get back.  I visited some of the 
potato growers in my region, who are largely seed growers, and I share their views and concerns.  These are 
local farmers who have been in the south west for a number of years, and we need to support them.  I am not 
convinced that the price of the product that makes it to the shelves is not reasonable or fair, and I am also not 
convinced that the quality of those potatoes is poor.   

The Nationals also support single-desk wheat marketing.  The majority of growers, particularly the smaller 
growers, want single-desk marketing in Western Australia.  We must not confuse this with the issues that are 
being raised in the Cole inquiry as they are clearly separate.  The loudness with which the Americans are yelling 
over the issue of single desk tells us how good it is as a way of marketing our wheat.  We are very supportive of 
that.   

Prescribed burning is another concern that I raised recently with the media.  I fully support the Department of 
Conservation and Land Management’s effort to maintain a level of prescribed burning.  It has a target of 200 000 
hectares in the south west.  I know it has difficulties meeting that target from time to time.  I fully support what it 
is trying to do.  It needs to find a balance between getting a time when those forests will burn and protecting the 
native flora and fauna in those areas.  The only effective way we can protect ourselves and our biodiversity is to 
maintain a prescribed burning regime.  Recently a fire got out of control during prescribed burning to the west of 
Walpole, and that will happen from time to time.  I believe that is an acceptable risk for the greater value of 
keeping fuel loads down in the south west.  We certainly support the efforts of CALM.  It needs to continue, if 
not increase, its levels of prescribed burning.   
The Nationals support a philosophy of bush change.  The member for Wagin highlighted this when he spoke 
yesterday.  In essence, we support policies and principles that encourage people to move to the regional areas 
and encourage regional investment.  In closing, I call on the government to have a strong regional investment 
program.  I have highlighted a number of areas where it might put that in place.  Roads is a really big one.  They 
are a key part of our infrastructure to support investment in those regions.  Another relates to the regional 
outcomes of the biofuels industry in Western Australia. 

MR G.A. WOODHAMS (Greenough) [3.26 pm]:  It is a great privilege to be addressing the house for the first 
time in 2006.  The speech of my National Party colleague and member for Stirling is a hard act to follow.  My 
speech is perhaps a virtual address to the Premier.  I congratulate the Premier on his election as Premier of this 
state.  The Premier and I have a history, as the members of this house will appreciate.  We are not only members 
of the “Oobie doobie, come on Subi!” club; we go back further than that.  We both attended Albany Senior High 
School, where I had the great privilege to be the Albany Senior High School captain.  Alan Carpenter was not in 
the same year as I was; he was several years lower.  However, at no stage did I require the aforesaid and 
abovementioned current Premier to pick up papers in the schoolyard!  That was not my style of governance 
within the Albany Senior High School.  I hope Premier Carpenter will continue that tradition.  As well as that, 
we were also colleagues at the Australian Broadcasting Corporation and Channel Seven.  We have an 
appreciation of each other’s humour.  Alan’s humour might be more obvious than mine.   

I refer to the remarks of the member for Stirling about the single-desk wheat marketing arrangement and the 
Cole inquiry hearings.  I reinforce the member for Stirling’s comments about the separation of the status of the 
single desk for Australian wheat growers from that inquiry, which is about the activities of AWB Ltd in Iraq.  
The maintenance of the single desk is absolutely necessary to the future prosperity of not only all of Australia’s 
export wheat growers but also primary industry in Western Australia.  As remarked upon, I believe, by the 
member for Riverton this morning, the single desk is important to the future of all our economies.  It is important 
that this house acknowledge and make the distinction between the issues before the Cole inquiry at the moment 
and the maintenance of the single-desk wheat marketing arrangement.  If members were to ask all wheat growers 
in Australia, they would hear an overwhelming “yes” to the maintenance of the single desk.  I believe that is 
imperative.  I represent the seat of Greenough, which was not called the seat of Greenough 160 years ago.  
However, at that stage - during the 1850s - it was the grain basket of Western Australia.  It was in fact the main 
flour production centre of Western Australia.  Wheat growing in my electorate enjoys a deep and rich history.  I 
want it recorded in this Parliament that the voters within the seat of Greenough fully endorse maintaining the 
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single-desk arrangement.  The politicisation of that arrangement through its being mixed up with the Cole 
inquiry into AWB’s activities in Iraq does not bode well for the future of the single desk.  I am glad to be able to 
make that distinction.   
Another area that my colleague the member for Stirling has championed is biofuel.  It was our great privilege 
last year as members of the National Party to visit Bev and Phil Logue on the Murchison River at Binnu where 
their canola crops are converted via a diesel fuel plant literally into biodiesel fuel, which powers their tractors 
and machinery. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  Next week an hour-long program on the same subject, which you might find interesting, is 
scheduled to appear on the SBS Dateline program.   

Mr G.A. WOODHAMS:  I thank the member for Yokine for that information; it is worthwhile.  It is a very 
important issue.  I urge all members to take that information from the member.  I believe that biofuel is essential 
to the future of primary industry in Western Australia.  It can provide not only fuel but also an alternative source 
of income.  For example, instead of selling canola as oil to be used in a margarine product, it can be used to 
power vehicles, so it becomes a fuel.  Therefore, there are two competing strata between which farmers could 
choose with canola crops: they could produce it for biofuel or they could produce it for human consumption.   

Above and beyond that strategy, it is very important for this Parliament to acknowledge, and encourage people to 
invest in, alternative sources of energy.  Logically, even if we are to look at the resources currently available to 
us off the North West Shelf, at some point in the future the traditional sources of fuel for our vehicles will expire.  
We have within the state the capacity, the capability and, indeed, the growing enthusiasm to embrace and grow 
crops that can be converted into biofuels.  To not acknowledge that potential in Western Australia would be 
foolish.  This state, as the government will remind us, leads Australia in many aspects of the economy.  In many 
other instances, dare I say, this state leads Australia with innovations.  For example, Western Australia has been 
a great innovator in dry land agriculture.  It has led the rest of this continent in agricultural innovation.  Why 
would this state not pick up on biofuels and forge ahead and develop a strong and robust industry in that area?  
We have that capacity and capability, and we should embrace it. 

Generally, last year was reasonably successful in terms of rainfall in regional Western Australia.  One should not 
generalise about rainfall, because it is one of those topics that people can talk about endlessly, but through the 
areas that I represent in the electorate of Greenough, it was probably the most successful year in the past five or 
six years in that regard.  However, we need many more similarly good years of rainfall to enable many farmers 
who have run precariously close to their profit margins to maintain the viability of their properties.  We need 
continuing fortune in that respect, but I presume that this government has no control over the weather.  

I now turn to the fishing industry.  The Western Australian rock lobster industry is based on the coast roughly 
from Augusta to Shark Bay, and is particularly concentrated around mid-west centres such as Geraldton, 
Dongara, Jurien and Kalbarri.  One of the great concerns in the western rock lobster industry, as has emerged in 
the current debate, is how the future maintenance of the industry will be assured.  When the other house resumes 
shortly, a question will be put to the Minister for Fisheries as to whether the maintenance and control of the 
industry will be managed through outputs or inputs, through quotas or pot control.  As we are well aware, the 
150-pot limit has been removed from the rock lobster industry in the past couple of years.  There is now a 
proposal to replace or remove the 150-pot limit, and for the industry to consider quotas.  Therefore, when a 
fisherman or a company that represents fishermen has caught a certain number of rock lobsters, their fishing will 
be complete for the year.  It is a complex industry and it is a complex debate.  I hope that the Minister for 
Fisheries undertakes as much consultation as possible with members of the rock lobster industry in Western 
Australia.  Western Australia’s rock lobster industry is the most important fishing industry in Australia, and it 
generates more income than any other fishing industry in Australia.  It was the first fishery in the world - I 
mentioned this last year - to receive accreditation from the Marine Stewardship Council for its sustainability 
practices.  I am confident that the representatives of the industry will get the best possible outcome for its 
members.  I hope the Minister for Fisheries undertakes broad consultation.  One of the consequences of quotas 
that favour large fishing operations is that many smaller fishing communities such as Green Head, Lancelin, or 
Port Gregory, may be left with no fishermen in the future.  If that is the case, much of the purpose for and energy 
in those small communities will be lost, which would be a great loss to Western Australia.  That would impact 
on not only the fisheries, but also the small businesses and schools of those communities.  It would be of 
widespread social concern to the residents.  I have evidenced widespread social concern. 
An issue with which I am faced - I am sure other members, particularly regional members, face it also - is the 
issue of seatbelts on school buses.  Only yesterday the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure was asked what 
the government’s policy was on providing seatbelts on buses.  I reinforce that there is considerable concern in 
regional Western Australia about the provision of seatbelts on school buses.  The concern comes from not only 
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parents, but also school bus operators.  Last week I spoke to a bus operator who must negotiate the purchase of a 
new school bus because the current bus has come to the end of its useful life.  The parents and other members of 
the community are asking her about the arrangements for the provision of seatbelts.  She is aware of the current 
circumstances, but can purchase only a Mitsubishi Rosa because it is equipped with seatbelts.  However, it is not 
suitable for the school route.  There is widespread concern from not only communities, but also school bus 
operators.  That has been well documented in this house.  We look forward to a response from the government 
on that issue. 
I consider it a great privilege to be the National Party’s spokesperson on education, and I am enjoying being in 
the position because it gives me an opportunity to travel widely across regional Western Australia.  I frequently 
visit private and government schools; I do not discriminate.  In most instances Parliament can account for the 
responsibilities and actions of government schools only.  However, in virtually each instance when I visit a 
school, I am confronted by staff and parents who are concerned about the condition of the school’s buildings, 
facilities and infrastructure.  Many of the buildings were built between 30 and 50 years ago and are in a great 
state of disrepair.  Recently at Badgingarra Primary School I saw buildings that were exposed to white ants.  It 
was easily apparent to even the untrained eye that white ants had entered that building, which had neither been 
repaired nor looked after.  The white ant exposure was left open to the elements.  In other parts of the building 
the ceiling collapsed about 10 years ago.  It was repaired about 10 years ago with a couple of boards.  The 
repairs were still in place.  I give the example of Badgingarra Primary School in this instance, but I am sure there 
are many primary and secondary schools across regional Western Australia that could evidence the same sort of 
maintenance and structural problems.  I call upon this government, particularly the Minister for Education and 
Training, to undertake a serious examination of the school system.   

Madam Deputy Speaker would appreciate the airconditioning that we do or do not have in this house.  I 
appreciate what we have at the moment, but I appreciate very small things!  I recently visited several small 
regional primary schools.  I like to be corrected on these issues, but I believe that the government has a policy of 
not having flywire on windows or screen doors in government schools in Western Australia.  If a flywire screen 
on a window or a door in a school is in need of repair, the school community has to pay for the repairs; it has to 
find the money out of its own budget.  That surprised me somewhat because in some of the schools I visited 
there were windows that could not be opened or closed unless a person was Arnold Schwarzenegger!  I do not 
pretend to be Arnold Schwarzenegger but I could not open or close those windows.  A breeze could not be 
allowed into the classrooms.  If a breeze could be allowed in, there was no flywire on the window to prevent flies 
from going into the building.  That is not a situation in which we should place students in Western Australia.  I 
would appreciate the government looking at that issue. 

I am also concerned about staffing issues in schools in Western Australia.  I know that this is a song that many 
other members could sing.  I will try to keep in tune if I can.   

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr G.A. WOODHAMS:  Many schools in Western Australia cannot attract staff in particular disciplines.  Two 
in particular are design and technology and English.  I give the example of the Western Australian College of 
Agriculture Morawa, which has no design and technology teacher.  A person is acting in this position until the 
end of this semester.  With the backing of this government, the school exists for a particular purpose in the 
training of young people in agricultural practices.  One of the crucial elements in teaching and training people is 
giving them practical skills in design and technology - what we might describe as woodwork, metalwork or 
technical drawing.  There is no-one available who is qualified to deliver those courses.  In many senses it puts in 
jeopardy the future of some of those programs in schools that will become more critical and important as the 
impact of compulsory education in years 11 and 12 starts to take effect across Western Australia.  People will 
identify that it is preferable to have a student in a college of agriculture - for argument’s sake - than in a normal, 
traditional high school.  In effect, such a college will become a trade school where students can learn different 
skills before stepping out into the community to use those skills.   

I want to highlight the lack of design and technology teachers in the agricultural colleges, although the lack is 
not exclusive to those colleges; there is a lack of teachers in many regional schools in Western Australia.  I 
imagine the situation also prevails in Perth.  Many people who have the potential to be qualified as design and 
technology teachers are more inclined to work in the mining industry because the rewards are quite considerable.  
They are far greater than one can achieve as a teacher in Western Australia.  I have been discussing this issue 
with quite a few mining corporations, in both the Pilbara and the mid-west, with a view to getting some sort of 
cooperation from those companies so that they might be able in some way to deliver design and technology 
programs to schools in regional Western Australia.  Having said that, I cannot report on any progress to this 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 9 March 2006] 

 p222a-241a 
Mr Colin Barnett; Mr Terry Redman; Deputy Speaker; Mr Grant Woodhams; Dr Steve Thomas; Dr Janet 

Woollard; Mr Max Trenorden 

 [10] 

point.  However, I believe it is an issue that we need to look at.  We need to be more innovative in the way in 
which we attract teachers to regional positions in Western Australia. 

Another area that is of concern to me in the shadow education portfolio that I hold for the National Party is the 
support that is being given to compulsory year 11 students.  This is the first year of compulsory education for 
those turning 16 this year and 17 next year.  There is quite a substantial increase in the number of young people 
staying at school.  I know that it has been well and truly documented in this house, and certainly the National 
Party supports compulsory education in years 11 and 12.  I continue to support it.  However, to make sure that 
those two compulsory years are bedded down successfully, and, importantly, are successful for the students 
undertaking them, the government needs to be cognisant of the need for them to be effectively resourced and 
staffed.  More facilities must be provided.  I know that the government cannot wave a magic wand, but that is 
certainly an area of educational concern to me, and it is an area that has been raised with me by principals, staff, 
parents and citizens associations, members of the community and also students currently undertaking study in 
years 11 and 12.  I would certainly like the government to be aware of that - I am sure it is - and I hope that it 
will take appropriate measures. 
The other subject I raise in respect of education in regional Western Australia is the recent opening of the 
Geraldton Universities Centre, which is a combined venture between Edith Cowan University, Curtin University 
of Technology and the University of Western Australia.  The member for Geraldton and I, and other members of 
Parliament from our part of the world, had the great pleasure of being at the opening.  I applaud this government 
on its initiative and for its support for and backing of that venture.  It was long overdue.  It was a fantastic move, 
and I believe it will provide opportunities for a lot of students in the mid-west to undertake tertiary studies.  
Previously, they were prevented from doing so for emotional, financial and a range of other reasons.  I certainly 
applaud that move. 

Some of the difficulties with tertiary education in regional Western Australia are not only the cost of getting the 
students to, and keeping them in, Perth, but also the cultural shift that the students must make; that is, the 
adjustments that they need to make to be successful in their chosen paths of study.  It is important to recognise, 
and I want to underline, that cultural shift, because one of the other areas that I am exploring at the moment is 
the development, certainly in Geraldton but also embracing more of the mid-west, of what we can describe as 
either an indigenous or an Aboriginal learning precinct.  The use of the two words “Aboriginal” and 
“indigenous” is quite interesting.  Some Aborigines prefer to be called Aborigines; some indigenous people 
prefer to be called indigenous people.  Some Aborigines do not like being called indigenous, and some 
indigenous people do not like being called Aborigines.  I want to make that distinction.  I am not being facetious.  
It is an issue that we need to understand more fully.  Perhaps members of this house could seek further 
clarification of or information about it, because it can cause concern to some of the different cultures in Western 
Australia, and it is important that we have an inclusive, not an exclusive, culture in Western Australia.  

One of the things that we would like to consider - I say “we”, because it is not just me as the member for 
Greenough; I know I have the support of the member for Geraldton and other members on both sides of the 
house who represent the mid-west - is the potential to develop the first indigenous Aboriginal learning precinct 
in Western Australia, if not Australia.  This learning precinct would enable people from indigenous cultures - I 
will use the word “indigenous” for the time being - in different parts of Western Australia to undertake the 
learning activities and programs that we traditionally follow from preschool through to tertiary education.  In that 
way, the lifelong learning journey would be seen not only through the eyes of white people.  We are working on 
that.  As the National Party spokesperson on indigenous issues, I am invigorated by and proud of my 
involvement in the process.   
Health is another issue that is raised regularly with me.  There is commonality in the issues faced in the regions 
and in the metropolitan electorates.  In my electorate there are hospitals in Northampton, Morawa, Mullewa and 
Three Springs.  Kalbarri and Dongara have medical centres.  I am deliberately excluding Geraldton, although 
part of the electorate of Greenough slices through the outskirts of Geraldton.  The Geraldton Regional Hospital 
lies within the Geraldton electorate.  Our four hospitals and two medical centres cover most of our regional 
centres.  One of our concerns is that some of those hospitals are old and need considerable maintenance if they 
are to continue to deliver basic services.  The two medical centres in Dongara and Kalbarri are reasonably new 
and are delivering what I believe are adequate services at this point.  Having said that, I call on the government 
to be more aware of the situation and to be far more deliberate in its decision-making process on the future of the 
hospitals at Northampton, Morawa, Mullewa and Three Springs.  Kalbarri and Dongara, which have medical 
centres, are growing towns; indeed, they are two of the fastest growing towns in Western Australia.  The medical 
centres in both towns will need to be expanded.  Neither Kalbarri nor Dongara has aged care facilities.  If they 
have not already been designated as such, both towns are targeted retirement centres for many Western 
Australians.  The provision of adequate aged care facilities in Dongara and Kalbarri is exceptionally important.  
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It is also very important that the communities of Northampton, Morawa, Mullewa and Three Springs are given 
an indication about the future of their hospitals.  The hospitals have old facilities, are minimally staffed and need 
constant attention.  It would be good for those communities if the government could give them an indication of 
where it is going on this matter.   

It is hard to talk about health without referring to mental health.  All members could deliver speeches about the 
mental health issues that they are confronted with on a regular basis in their community.  Indeed, some people 
literally walk off the street and into members’ electorate offices seeking assistance.  Certainly I can provide 
those sorts of details.  Mental health is one of the greatest challenges in Western Australia.  Whatever 
government is in power, mental health is one of the great challenges.  Although it is receiving a great deal of 
attention at the moment, it is important that we do not take our eye off the ball.  Mental health issues will 
continue to plague all of us at a government, electorate and community level.  I call on the government to deliver 
more resources in all aspects of mental health for all our communities.   

Recently the Greenough River flooded.  Historically, that occurs reasonably regularly.  It has flooded twice this 
year.  The first flooding was quite significant.  The first flood damaged the Convict Bridge at the Greenough 
hamlet.  The damage was reasonably minimal, until a foolhardy individual decided he would trespass on the 
bridge in his motor vehicle, effectively resulting in the bridge’s collapse.  I ask that the government immediately 
take measures to repair that bridge to its original condition.  In the mid-west are people who are experienced and 
expert at repairing and restoring bridges and heritage buildings.  We ask that this government place the repair of 
that bridge high on its priority list.  I thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker, for the opportunity of addressing the 
house. 

DR S.C. THOMAS (Capel) [3.55 pm]:  I thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker, for the opportunity to debate the 
Premier’s Statement.  I, like everybody else, congratulate the member for Willagee on his rise to the top.  
Actually, I congratulate the member for Geraldton for being appointed to the most important job and the member 
for Willagee for being appointed to the second most important job.  I am sure that the member for Geraldton will 
gradually move down those benches as time goes by.  The member for Greenough referred to Arnold 
Schwarzenegger.  He compared himself to him -  

Mr G.A. Woodhams:  He is my twin! 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  The member for Greenough said that he was not like Arnold Schwarzenegger, so I was 
wondering whether it meant he will not be back!  That was a little aside for the entertainment of the massive 
crowd here today!   

I should give the new Premier credit and address his statement before I talk about areas specific to my electorate 
and my shadow portfolio.  It is a very interesting statement.  I want to refer to a few of its sections for the 
edification of the house.  The Premier said in his statement that the government has restored the budget to a 
sound financial footing and has retained the state’s AAA credit rating.  The question we must ask is: so what?  
The previous coalition government had restored the AAA credit rating when it had been lost.  My understanding 
is that a Labor government had lost the AAA credit rating, and a Liberal government then came in and restored 
it.  This Labor government is proud of the fact that it has been able to maintain the status quo during a period 
that has potentially been the time of greatest economic growth and reward for this state.  I think the member for 
Riverton said that it has been the greatest economic growth period in the history of this state.  Throughout the 
history of this state, times have never been better, yet the government is very proud that it has maintained the 
status quo.  That being the case, I would have thought the government would be even more proud that the 
previous coalition government had restored the AAA rating after it had been lost.  Of course, we do not hear 
about that; we hear about the problems of the financial management of the previous government.   

Mr M.P. Whitely:  It had five budget deficits. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  There was a move from cash to accrual accounting.  We can have those debates, but what 
we cannot debate is the fact that the previous coalition government regained the state’s AAA credit rating during 
a harder economic time than currently exists.  This government is very proud of the fact that in the best 
economic times the state has had, it has been able to retain the state’s AAA credit rating.  If the member is 
expecting a round of applause for that, he should perhaps think again.   

I will move on.  There are many issues in the Premier’s Statement that I wish to address before we get to the 
meat, as it were, of the subjects of my electorate and the environment.  The Premier said in his statement that the 
government promised and delivered a royal commission into the finance brokers scandal.  That is very true, 
although I think the final outcome of it is up for question at the moment.  Plenty of people out there would 
suggest that the government has failed in its ultimate responsibility.  However, the government did deliver on 
that royal commission.  The Premier said also that the government established a more powerful and better 
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resourced corruption watchdog.  There is no doubt that the Corruption and Crime Commission is better 
resourced.  It is resourced to the point at which the criminal prosecution section of the rest of the state is 
basically going around in beggars’ clothes.  That section does not have the resources because everything is being 
poured into the CCC.  Is that something to be particularly proud of?  I suggest that some of the Premier’s 
statements are not necessarily as good as they initially look. 

The Premier’s Statement also refers to violence and child abuse and makes the comment -  

We see this . . . in the way in which Western Australia is trying to tackle the issues of family violence 
and child abuse in indigenous communities. 

That refers to some things that the government has done well in Aboriginal communities.  I am not standing to 
completely bag the government; I will give it some credit.  However, to claim credit for tackling the issues of 
family violence and child abuse in indigenous communities gives the lie somewhat to the Auditor General’s 
report on the implementation of the Gordon inquiry recommendations.  The Auditor General, in his report, was 
rather indignant and made some greatly negative comments about the way in which many of those 
recommendations were implemented, in particular the development of facilities and infrastructure in some 
remote communities.  In fact, to give members their due, in his address, the member for Central Kimberley-
Pilbara was quite vocal and eloquent on the lack of development in Aboriginal communities.  He probably 
lambasted the government far better than I could under the circumstances, and I am perfectly happy for that to 
remain in his court.  However, I say again that the Premier’s comments appear very good on paper, but when we 
start to dig into the depths of them and lift the scab, as it were, they do not always look that good. 

The Premier made another good comment.  I was pleased to hear the Minister for the Environment raise it also in 
question time today, although, unfortunately, he fell on his face a little and did not provide many of the answers.  
I was pleased to hear the Premier in his statement say -  

Ningaloo Reef is now protected from inappropriate and unsustainable development. 

The Premier said that Ningaloo is now protected.  This might be a good time to diverge into a small part of the 
environment portfolio.  Ningaloo is apparently now well protected; therefore, why is there a push for World 
Heritage listing?  What advantages will the government get from World Heritage listing?  Will it get a lot of 
money to assist with this? 

Mr M.P. Whitely:  What about the tourism market? 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  That is a very good point, and I will get to that.  I thank the member for Bassendean; he has 
hit the nail on the head.  One benefit or advantage that World Heritage listing will provide is additional tourism.  
Is more funding available?  I tell members that the World Heritage fund, which is set aside - 

Mr M.P. Whitely:  Market it as a World Heritage icon. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  The member for Bassendean has raised a good point, and I will get to it in a minute.  The 
World Heritage fund now has the healthy amount of $US4 million a year to cover some 700 existing sites around 
the world that are World Heritage listed.  At the current exchange rate of 75c to the US dollar, give or take a 
little, that is about $5.3 million for 700 sites, or just over $7 000 per site.  That would work really well if every 
existing site got a piece of that pie.  However, that does not happen.  The World Heritage fund actually goes to 
developing countries because of recognition by the United Nations, the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation and most of the developing world that the advantage of World Heritage listing, as the 
member for Bassendean correctly said, is additional tourism, which brings additional dollars into those countries 
to allow their economies to develop.  That is the sole benefit.  Therefore, no additional funds go to a World 
Heritage listed site.  As the member for Bassendean said, there are some advantages in tourism. 
Mrs J. Hughes:  Surely there is an advantage in boasting that we actually have various sites able to achieve 
World Heritage listing. 
Dr S.C. THOMAS:  Yes, absolutely!  That is a very good point and I was coming to that too.  The member for 
Kingsley has beaten me to the punch and I thank her for that.  It is a very good point, except that, according to 
the Premier, Ningaloo Reef is now protected from inappropriate and unsustainable development anyway.  
Therefore, apart from boasting rights - and the member for Kingsley is talking about the kudos involved in 
having this site - the interesting thing about many of these developments is whether the site has been managed 
well and is in a prime enough position to be World Heritage listed.  We would not gain anything more than that 
from World Heritage listing.  The member for Cottesloe said today in his remarkably insightful speech that the 
state should get on and manage the icons of Western Australia for the future.  All the government is doing, when 
it starts talking about World Heritage listing, is passing over management to someone else.  The argument is, of 
course, that if the management of this state-held asset is passed to a combination of United Nations, federal and 
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state control, a corrupt state government will not be able to cause damage to this site.  My position is that if we 
cannot trust the government of the day and the Minister for the Environment to look after this site, something 
must be wrong with the government and the minister. 

Dr J.M. Woollard:  Something has been wrong with the government of the day and the Minister for the 
Environment for the past 10 years. 
Dr S.C. THOMAS:  It is okay for the member to make motherhood statements.  However, the state should be 
held accountable for the way it is doing its job.  Perhaps something is wrong with the way the state is doing its 
job.  I am pleased the Premier has said that Ningaloo Reef is now protected from inappropriate and unsustainable 
development.  The problem is that if Ningaloo Reef becomes a World Heritage site, it will attract a significantly 
larger number of tourists.  About a quarter of a million tourists visit Ningaloo Reef now.  That is already causing 
environmental damage.  Research that has been done by various places refers to the nodal environmental damage 
that is being caused by the current tourism levels.  If the reason behind this push for World Heritage listing is to 
increase the number of tourists, that is of concern, because we cannot manage the number of tourists we have 
now.  Does the government intend to rebuild Mauds Landing so that it will have somewhere to put these 
additional tourists?  What infrastructure does the government intend to put in place so that this area can be 
developed?  The situation is a complete shemozzle.  As I have said, I am pleased the Premier has suggested the 
reef will now be completely protected.  Perhaps the only thing it will need to be protected from next is the 
government and its plans, because that is probably the greatest threat to that area at the moment.   

The Premier said also that in April he will lead the Western Australian delegation to the United States biotech 
conference and exhibition in Chicago.  That is a very good initiative.  I applaud the Premier’s innovation in 
biotechnologies.  I offer the suggestion that the Premier include on that trip not necessarily the Leader of the 
Opposition, but an opposition representative, to give bilateral support to that activity, because many members on 
both sides of this house are interested in the future of biotechnology.  It is a very important issue.   

I have a lot to say, and I am running out of time.  I have not asked for an extension of time, Mr Acting Speaker, 
but I am keeping a close eye on the clock, just in case.   

I am glad the shadow Minister for Justice has entered the chamber, because I now want to talk about community 
safety.  

Mr R.F. Johnson:  I am always interested to hear your speeches. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  I thank the member.  The member is too kind. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  You speak a lot of commonsense. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  This equivalent of a State of the Union address by the new Premier - bless him - is a very 
good speech.  Each topic that it deals with is generally followed by some detailed comment about what the 
government intends to do.  However, the only comment on the topic of community safety is these eight words -  

Community safety remains a priority for our government.   

That could have been fleshed out a bit.  It would be good to know where, and how.  The Premier could have 
talked about a lot of things.  He could have talked about assaults on police officers, security for the elderly, home 
burglaries, how many police officers are on the beat now, how many will be on the beat in the future, how many 
police officers have left the WA Police, and how many police officers are being recruited.  Some very good 
things could have been said about community safety, such as the need to lock criminals away instead of letting 
them go through a revolving door.  However, there are only eight words -  

Community safety remains a priority for our government. 

We have to presume, member for Hillarys, that it will retain the same priority that it has had until today. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  What about the abuse of our children, which is still going on under this government? 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  We are waiting for the report from the upper house to see how potentially bad it is.  It is a 
shameful indictment of the government.   

There was not much in the Premier’s Statement on community safety.  I thought that was a bit remiss.  It is an 
area that could have been a focal point, but it did not quite make it. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  It is exactly what the people are most interested in - their safety in this community - but we 
see nothing from this government. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  Absolutely. 
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Another couple of very important issues were raised in the Premier’s Statement.  He mentioned the draft 
Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Bill.  That is a very interesting piece of legislation.  I enjoyed reading 
it.  I took great delight in it.  It will repeal the agriculture protection act and a number of other acts.  It will deal 
with the control of weeds and pest species, which of course the government is interested in - I can tell!  Pardon 
the sarcasm and the cynicism in that comment.  I was waiting for someone to laugh, but there is only a small 
number of members in the chamber.  Again, the Premier’s Statement indicates that the bill will control the 
impact of unwanted seeds, pests and diseases that can negatively impact upon the state’s $8 billion agriculture 
and food industry.  At least he recognises the importance of this area, and we should be thankful for that.  Again, 
once I scratched the top of this subject, I started to see exactly what the bill represents.  One of the interesting 
comparisons I made was between a private landholder with an uncontrolled pest, weed or species on his land 
and, say, a government department such as the Department of Conservation and Land Management with a 
similar problem.  Despite the department’s best intentions and with some very good employees, it struggles to 
control the pests and species on land under its control.  That is principally a resourcing issue for the department.  
I do not think anybody would argue that it would be difficult to control lots of these species on CALM-
controlled land across the entirety of this state, but a few resources might make it a little easier.  I will give 
members an example of the difference between the penalties faced by landholders and those faced by 
government departments. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  As painful as it might be to give me an extension of time, I thank you, Mr Acting Speaker! 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  I do not think it is at all painful.  I enjoy hearing you speak. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  I thank the member for Hillarys.  It is a very close environment.   

Under the draft bill, a landholder who fails to control a notifiable pest species on his farm could face a penalty of 
up to $20 000.  If the department puts a notice order on his land because he has an unwanted species and has 
done nothing about it, and he fails to comply with that order, he will face a penalty of up to $30 000.  That is 
probably a bit stiff, but the government must get a bit tough with these people.  The government does not have 
its head in the clouds altogether on this issue, and that is not necessarily a bad thing.  However, let us compare 
that penalty with the penalty for the Department of Conservation and Land Management.  Should a complete 
outbreak of feral animals occur on a patch of land managed by the Department of Conservation and Land 
Management and vested in the Conservation Council of Western Australia or the proposed biosecurity council, 
the grim penalty that the department would face is that the next annual report of the Department of Agriculture 
would state that there had been a breach and that the department in control of that land had been asked why there 
had been a breach.  That is it.  On the one hand, an individual would be subject to a fine of $20 000 or $30 000, 
while, on the other hand, the department would get a slap on the wrist.  There is no doubt that much of the 
problem with unwanted seeds, pests and diseases derives from state-controlled lands.  People who drive around 
the south west region will see arum lilies everywhere on CALM-controlled land because the department is not 
resourced to implement adequate controls, while the farm next door to that land will be absolutely clear of them 
because private landowners invest in those controls.  The historical truth is that the state-controlled land is the 
root of the problem.  The new bill proposes to impose enormous penalties on private landowners.  There is a 
complete imbalance.  The Premier’s Statement sounds good on this issue, but once we scratch the surface it is 
apparent that the issue is quite difficult.   
I have run out of time again, and there will be no more extensions, so I had better hasten this.  I have not even 
got to my electorate yet.  

Mr R.F. Johnson:  You could try for another extension.  

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  We would probably need a quorum before we went that far.   
In the limited time I have left, I will talk about protecting the environment.  This government hangs its hat on the 
wonderful job it is doing, and the Premier’s Statement makes it sound wonderful, but what about the Swan and 
Canning Rivers?  We could run this together with waste management, because the two are very close.  When it 
was said that there was something smelly in the state of Western Australia, it was not the superannuation returns 
of the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, it was actually the smell from the Swan and Canning Rivers 
wafting up.  I absolutely agree that the Swan River is one of Western Australia’s great icons, and that the priority 
of the government should be to restore the health of those rivers.  I think it is Dr Phil who says “How’s that 
working for you?”  So - how is it going?   

Mr A.D. McRae:  You are not quoting from The West Australian are you? 
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Dr S.C. THOMAS:  No, I would not do that.  I will quote from some of the government’s departments, but not 
The West Australian, paragon of truth and virtue though it is - just I case I should ever get a mention in it at some 
stage!  It does not do us a lot of good most of the time, but we never know our luck.  However, time is wasting.  
This is an important issue, and I still have not got to the electorate of Capel yet.   

Governments of both sides, for the most part, have gradually been eliminating industrial pollution from the river.  
There are still some hot spots and, if the Minister for the Environment were in the chamber, I would put him on 
notice that we will be consulting with his department about Lake Monger.  This is just a warning, so that he can 
get everybody sorted out to answer the questions.  It is not like him to be unprepared, as he was with today’s 
question, so I would like him to be prepared for that one.  It is said that Ellenbrook is the greatest source of 
contamination of the Swan River, and it is certainly a great contributor of nitrogen and phosphorous; there is no 
doubt about that.  However, it is my understanding that everybody is too afraid to test what is coming out of the 
drains of Lake Monger into the Swan River, because they would then realise that there is a huge problem.  I ask 
the member for Riverton to pass on to the minister that that issue will be coming up.  

Mr R.C. Kucera:  Have you seen the work they have done at Lake Monger? 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  There is still a long way to go.   
Let us talk about probably the most common pollution occurrence to the Swan River, and that is, of course, 
human waste.  I am talking specifically about the ugly topic of sewage.  It is not a pretty topic, nor one for polite 
company.  

Mr M.P. Whitely interjected.  

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  I am talking about sewage.   

Mr R.F. Johnson interjected.  

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  No, I am not necessarily talking about the government.  

Mr R.F. Johnson interjected. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  I will not repeat that.  

In 2002-03 there were three overflows into the Swan and Canning river system from waste water conveyance 
systems.  That is not a bad result.  In 2003-04, there were also three.  The standard was kept up; there was neither 
improvement nor decline.  According to the Water Corporation’s annual report, last year there were six such 
incidents.  The number doubled in the space of a year.  The question we must ask ourselves is: how many 
sewage spills into the Swan and Canning Rivers in a year would be acceptable to this government?  Shall we put 
it up for auction? 

Dr J.M. Woollard:  Zero. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  We have zero from the member for Alfred Cove.  Does the member for Riverton have a 
comment on that one?  No; silence.  What about the Minister for Water Resources? 

Mr A.D. McRae:  What are you asking? 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  The question is, very slowly: how many sewage spills into the Swan and Canning Rivers in 
a year would be acceptable to this government?  The Minister for Water Resources is studiously not answering. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  The answer is too many. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  Let us look at what the government, through its department, might actually - 

Dr J.M. Woollard:  It should be zero. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  The member for Alfred Cove has very high ideals.  I like that.  She should maintain them. 

This is a very good document.  I recommend it to you, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr A.P. O’Gorman).  It is from the 
Water Corporation and is entitled “Wastewater overflow management Swan and Canning rivers”.  It is dated 
2004.  It is a year and a half old now.  It was released in early 2005, which is not too bad.  The first paragraph 
states that the Water Corporation takes waste water spillages very seriously, recognising and acknowledging that 
they are unacceptable to the Western Australian public.  We have an acknowledgment that such spills are 
unacceptable to the public.  Nobody else will answer the question, so I will throw this one back to the minister.  
How many sewage spills into the Swan and Canning Rivers in a year would be acceptable to this government? 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  We would not want to have any, but we know we have had far less than there were under the 
previous Liberal government.  We have got it going in the right direction, but we need to do better. 
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Dr S.C. THOMAS:  Nicely evaded, minister.  He would like to have none.  So what is acceptable?  What would 
he give himself a tick for? 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Where we are now is just acceptable, but we need to do better. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  The government has had a couple of good years.  Last year was not a good year, with six 
spills.  Of course, the Victoria Park big spill is not included at this stage; it will come in next year’s report.  
There have been three and three, and then there were six last year.  The infrastructure is starting to age.  The 
Water Corporation has set itself a target of achieving a significant and rapid reduction in the number of 
overflows.  The first major issue was in 1997 when there was a serious sewage spill, and a working group 
chaired by the then Department of Environmental Protection assessed the impact of the spills, made a number of 
recommendations to government and put $15 million into repairing the damage. 

I will run out of time again, Mr Acting Speaker, so I will jump straight to the pertinent point.  It refers to 
assessing and managing risk.  There will always be the chance of an overflow as the corporation does not control 
all the circumstances and cannot access all of its buried assets.  Does the minister know what the most important 
circumstance for sewage overflows is?  It is lack of power supply.  The problem with sewage overflows is that 
the government cannot keep a constant power supply.  This is a prime example. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  This government knows about the lack of power. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  The document states - 

Whilst the Corporation endeavours to plan for and operate the wastewater system so as to avoid any 
discharge to the environment, there is recognition of the following element. 

I love these escape clauses; I think they are great.  The document continues - 

‘Sewerage systems will have failures from time to time, regardless of the degree of protection provided.  
The ultimate repository of any overflow from sewer failures should be water courses.  The costs to the 
community of a zero-spill philosophy cannot be justified.’ 

There is a very nice graph here.  I might send a copy of it to the minister.  It indicates how much financial 
investment would be necessary to ensure zero spills.  It stands at six spills at the moment.  It is suggested that to 
get the number of spills down to six, the government would have to spend some $200 million in emergency 
provisions.  The government has not spent that sort of money.  It is becoming rapidly worse.  The government’s 
ageing infrastructure will result in damage to the Swan and Canning Rivers; they will be at risk unless this 
government starts to take some action.  The document was referring to only the reticulated sewerage 
infrastructure.  One of the big issues is that there are still places throughout the City of Perth and the 
catchments - not just of this river but of nearly every river system in Western Australia - that have a heap of old 
septic tanks and leach drains, some very close to the river banks.  This government has a history of removing 
funding for additional sewerage infrastructure programs.  An environmental disaster is waiting to happen. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Do you realise that what you just said is nonsense? 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  What is nonsense?  Has the government not cut back the deep sewerage program from the 
original funding of $90 million to about $30 million? 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  I was referring to what you said about environmental damage. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  Is the Leader of the House saying there is no issue with septic tanks? 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  It is an issue, but your statement is not true. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  If it were not true, the Leader of the House would not be concerned about it.  He is 
concerned about it because it is the truth.   

I should be talking about the disastrous Bussell Highway and the lack of investment in that infrastructure.  When 
someone dies in a traffic accident on that highway, this government may be pressed to do something about slip 
lanes on and off that highway from Bunbury to Margaret River. 

DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [4.26 pm]:  The Premier said in his statement that the time allotted to 
this debate should be used by members to highlight for the government concerns they have within their 
electorates.  I will use my time to do that, and I hope that the issues I address will be reviewed by the ministers 
with the relevant portfolios.   

First, I will discuss health services.  I wrote to the Minister for Health in November about the discontinuation of 
the lap banding service.  This service is provided to people who are obese and have associated health risks - I am 
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not looking at you, Mr Acting Speaker.  Lap banding is a cost-effective way of assisting obese people who need 
help because of the illnesses associated with obesity.   

I congratulate the government on its decision to build the 1 100-bed Fiona Stanley hospital.  It is needed for 
people who live south of the river.  However, I am concerned that while we wait for that hospital to come into 
operation, health services south of the river are being discontinued.  Lap banding is one of these services.  Obese 
people who live south of the river and want to undergo this surgery have to go on the waiting list of hospitals 
north of the river.  These waiting lists are long and the associated health risks people face while waiting for this 
surgery are a potential cost to the health system.  I ask the minister to not continue to downgrade the Fremantle 
Hospital until the Fiona Stanley hospital is up and running.  The whole point of building the Fiona Stanley 
hospital is to give people who live south of the river the same quality of care as the people who live north of the 
river.  Downgrading the Fremantle Hospital does not fit with what the minister says he hopes to do in the future.   

I will put a question on notice to the minister about magnetic resonance imaging scanners.  It has been brought to 
my attention that there are long waiting lists of people who need an MRI scan.  People with private health 
insurance are being referred to the public health system for an MRI scan if they need to have it under anaesthetic.  
I am not sure whether it is an arrangement between the public and private sectors.  I am not sure why, if the 
commonwealth government is providing funds to the public and private sectors, both sectors are not providing 
that service.  I certainly encourage people who can afford it to take out private health insurance because it will 
reduce the burden on the public hospital sector.  This is an increased burden on the public sector hospital system, 
and there is a long waiting list.  I will ask the minister about the waiting list for these scans.  In the house this 
week the minister also talked about the cost savings that would be made by having -  

Mr R.C. Kucera:  The MRIs are governed by licensing.  That is the big problem. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  Why is the private sector not doing MRI scans under anaesthetic?  Why are those 
patients going into the public hospital system? 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  Because the private system makes more money out of people getting whipped in and out. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  That is right.  Why is the government allowing this? 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  Perhaps you should ask two health ministers back in the federal government about the 
standard. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  I will be following that up.  I am just identifying the problems because there are 
several issues I want to address today.  I am pleased to hear that the minister will provide a new service, Healthy 
at Home, for people who have diabetes and chronic pulmonary disease.  When the minister announced this, he 
said that there would be a cost saving to the community.  He said that the cost of the in-home telephone service 
would be $375 per patient compared to $1 000 per day for patients admitted to hospital.  I would like to think 
that the equivalent of nurse practitioners will staff those phones.  I will be pursuing the issue of the health 
directives line.  I phoned that line myself the other week; it was a complete waste of time, because I waited on 
the line for 20 minutes.  These telephone services can be good provided that people with the appropriate 
expertise are at the other end of the phone.   

In relation to people with expertise, you, Mr Acting Speaker, along with all the other members in this chamber 
and the other chamber, would have received a letter from me in relation to the Parkinson’s nurse specialist 
program.  I do have a conflict of interest.  I am proud to be the patron of Parkinson’s Western Australia.  It 
provides a valuable service to patients in acute care hospitals and in nursing homes throughout the community in 
all areas.  Just like this telephone service, a call to a person with the appropriate expertise will probably be a 
great saving to the government if it means Parkinson’s sufferers avoid going to hospital.  I will read out some of 
the figures from Parkinson’s WA for 2004-2005.  There were 559 referrals, 795 home visits, 81 hospital visits, 
241 nursing home visits, 42 office consultations, 100 education sessions and 1 594 telephone consultations.   

The two nurse specialists in this area are not only experts in WA, providing educational backup to other nurses 
and medical staff throughout the state, but also they are recognised nationally and internationally through the 
different programs that they are running and the packages that they have put together in WA.  It would be remiss 
of this government not to give them recognition by telling them that they will get the funding not only to 
continue, but also to increase the services that they offer so that they can cover a much wider area.  At the 
moment with just the two of them, they are not able to go to a lot of areas.  I am not sure whether my next topic 
comes within the health or the Disabilities Services Commission budget.  I am referring to the funding of 
incontinence pads for the elderly.  I call on this government to implement a subsidy similar to that provided in 
other states to assist people over the age of 65 who need to purchase incontinence pads.  Western Australia is the 
only state in Australia that does not provide that service.  It is appalling that elderly incontinence sufferers in 
Western Australia, many of whom survive on a pension, are not given any support from the government to ease 
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the financial burden of purchasing such an essential item.  Unfortunately, the commonwealth subsidy cuts out 
when people reach the age of 65.  That is why other states have accepted the responsibility of providing the 
subsidy.  Questions asked in this house, not of the present Minister for Disability Services but of the previous 
minister and the health minister, have been the subject of buck passing.  The health minister has passed it to the 
Minister for Disability Services and that minister has passed it back to the health minister.  I hope the 
government will look into this issue and decide whose responsibility it is so that this important need for 
assistance for elderly people is addressed.  I found out yesterday that it is not a problem for elderly people only 
in their homes.  Elderly people who need incontinence pads in public hospitals are being asked to supply their 
own.  All the other states supply incontinence pads to elderly people in the community who are older than 65.  
Not only does this state not subsidise them for elderly people in the community, but also it is now telling the 
families of elderly people in hospitals that they must provide the incontinence pads.  That is disgraceful.  I hope 
the Ministers for Health and for Disability Services will examine this together and provide some support for 
those people.  I thank the Minister for Disability Services, who has just given me the nod; I know it is now on 
her agenda. 

Ms M.M. Quirk:  It is also part of the ALP platform. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  I thank the minister.  I take it something will be done about this soon.   

I refer now to mental health.  It was very courageous of Geoff Gallop, the previous Premier, to announce to the 
community at large that he was resigning because he was suffering from depression.  I have quoted statistics on 
this issue in this house on many occasions, one of which is that 20 per cent of the community will suffer from 
mental illness at some point in their life.  Given there are 10 members in the chamber at present, that equates to 
every one of them.  Each member sitting in this place now could suffer from mental illness at some point in his 
or her life.  Although the government has allocated extra funding for mental health, one of the key areas it has 
not addressed is accommodation for people who are unable to survive within a family or a group-living 
arrangement.  That is why last year many people complained about the closure of Whitby Falls Hostel.  Many 
people who have a mental illness must be cared for within an institutionalised setting.  The Minister for Health 
said that the government was considering building a new centre at Armadale.  However, that facility will not be 
enough to cope with the increase in the number of people with mental health problems.  I do not know whether 
the minister has received visitors at his electorate office who have told him about family members who need to 
be cared for in institutions.  They certainly have told me that they do not want their son or daughter living next 
door to them because they fear being stabbed or fear that another type of crisis might occur.  Some people with a 
mental illness must be cared for in an institutionalised setting.  I hope that the government will consider this 
matter and not just fund a replacement for Whitby Falls at Armadale.  I hope that it will consider building more 
institutions for people who need that kind of care. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  Mental health issues are a problem also for the prison system.  Last year I had the 
opportunity to visit the low and high-security women’s prisons.  Although I congratulate the staff who work in 
both those prisons, I was horrified to see the condition of the facilities.  Statistics from the eastern states revealed 
that in one prison more than 70 per cent of prisoners suffered from a mental illness.  Some of the rooms I was 
shown in Western Australian prisons took me back 30 years.  They reminded me of the cells in the old mental 
institutions.  However, rather than being padded, the cells are made of concrete walls.  When patients with a 
mental illness go into those cells, they bang their heads on the walls in an attempt to inflict harm on themselves; 
there is no protection for them.  An investigation must be conducted into the number of people in our prisons 
who have a mental illness, and they need to be provided with more support.  Fewer people with a mental illness 
would be placed in the prison system if more support was provided for them in the community and if they had 
access to institutionalised care. 

I am not sure which portfolio sewerage comes under.  I want to know what the government is doing to 
financially assist the owners of commercial and sporting properties that are located close to the river and which 
the owners want to convert their septic systems to deep sewerage.  The government’s infill sewerage program for 
residential properties has enabled most homes around the river to be converted.  However, many sporting 
venues, such as the Melville Bowling Club, use septic tanks that can leak effluent into the river.  I am sure that 
many more clubs are in a similar situation.  Currently it is up to individual business owners or local councils to 
convert those properties.  Sewerage must come under the purview of the Water Corporation, but I asked the 
Water Corporation for records of these types of properties and was told that they are not listed.  If the 
government were to put together a list to see the extent of the problem, it might come up with some form of 
assistance package to encourage clubs and commercial centres to convert to deep sewerage. 
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I also want to discuss an issue of great concern in my electorate, which is underground power.  We all know that 
Western Power has received millions and millions of dollars through royalties etc over the past few years.  We 
also know that the money put back into underground power has been peanuts by comparison.  I accept that there 
are different problems in different areas.  Coastal areas have problems because of salt spray, which causes power 
failures.  Nevertheless, power failures of significant magnitude occur throughout Perth.  The minister should 
look at the situation and set a goal that, within the next 10 years, power will be converted to an underground 
system.  He should establish how much it will cost.  At the moment, the government is saying that there are not 
enough people with the appropriate skills to do the work.  However, the government has just stated that more 
apprenticeships will be created.  There should be more apprenticeships in this area.  The government should 
ensure there is enough funding to make underground power throughout Perth a reality so that people, particularly 
the elderly and those with young children, are not distressed once, three or four times a year because of power 
failures.  Power failures may last from a few hours to several days. 

There is now a new Minister for Heritage.  There are several heritage issues that I hope will be addressed.  One 
of concern in my area is the Heathcote lowlands.  The government has been sitting on this problem for five 
years.  The community would like the land vested with the City of Melville with a covenant that it cannot be sold 
off.  The land could be turned into beautiful parkland, which it was in the past.  The wetlands could be 
reintroduced; it could become a special area for the community south of the river.  Another issue that covers 
heritage and environment is the development of the Raffles Hotel site.  I hope the government will look at it.  
Thousands of people signed petitions opposing the high-rise development on the Raffles site.  The Western 
Australian Planning Commission got involved in the process and ticked off on Multiplex building a 17-storey 
apartment block on the site.  There were several planning requirements, one of which was that more than 60 trees 
should be planted around the foreshore to stop the dangers associated with wind tunnelling.  The government and 
the City of Melville have allowed Multiplex to build too close to the river.  From what I have been told, 
Multiplex has been advertising apartments in the tower block but the advertisements show only seven trees and 
not the 60 trees that are a planning requirement.  I am concerned about the safety implications.  A friend of mine 
died last winter.  That friend had previously been hit by a cyclist and, following that accident, had spent four 
years in a nursing home.  We want to encourage people to get out and exercise, but we must make sure that they 
are exercising in a place that is safe for them.  Four years ago the experts said that, as a safety measure, that 
number of trees would be planted.  Now the council is looking at changing the number from more than 60 trees 
to just seven trees.  I want to know who will be responsible if that happens.  If there is an accident, whom do we 
point the finger at?  Do we point the finger at the WA Planning Commission, which allowed the complex to be 
built too close to the river; at the Swan River Trust; or at the local council?   

Mr A.D. McRae:  What about the cyclists? 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  It is the cyclists who will have the accidents. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  When you ask who is responsible - 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  It is not the cyclists. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  People not taking due care is a major problem.  In my electorate, those cyclists who wear the 
tight lycra pants and who go on dual-use paths at 50 or 60 kilometres an hour - 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  I thank the member for Riverton.  He can talk when he has his time.  I have a few more 
points to make, and I do not have long to do so.  I am sorry. 

Another issue that I want to address is education.  I am alarmed that the Minister for Education and Training is 
considering allowing fast-food companies to have access to our state schools and to have a marketing influence 
on the students. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  Where did you hear that? 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  It has been in the newspaper.  The parliamentary secretary needs to read the 
newspaper.  I have written to the minister about this issue.  I was surprised the other day.  I am not sure why, but 
the minister phoned my office.  Someone had submitted a freedom of information application for all 
correspondence on that issue.  Members may care to look at what this sort of sponsorship has done in other 
countries.  In America, which has this type of sponsorship, all the children must wear, for example, the fast-food 
outlet’s T-shirts.  The schools must also give a commitment to those people that they will buy books from 
different firms.  In fact, at one school a child was expelled because he or she did not turn up wearing the clothing 
with the logo for the fast-food outlet.  I am very lucky in my area, because the parents and citizens associations 
at the various schools will look at these applications very carefully and ensure that that type of thing does not 
happen.  However, I am concerned that in some areas the parents might be seduced by a sponsor that is seeking 
to provide the school with a swimming pool or a performing arts centre - I do not know what the inducements 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 9 March 2006] 

 p222a-241a 
Mr Colin Barnett; Mr Terry Redman; Deputy Speaker; Mr Grant Woodhams; Dr Steve Thomas; Dr Janet 

Woollard; Mr Max Trenorden 

 [20] 

will be.  However, it is a real worry, and we should protect these schools.  A school is one of the few places that 
is not politicised.  However, this will politicise our schools. 

I also want to discuss the police.  As members know, I have mentioned in this house in the past the problems in 
my area with hoons.  Those problems are still occurring on a regular basis.  I am very much looking forward to 
the antihoon legislation, and I hope that it will help to decrease some of the problems within the community 
caused by reckless drivers.  My constituents have told me that one of their concerns is that they do not see the 
police in the community; they would like the police to be more visible in the community.  I know that the 
Minister for Police and Emergency Services is trying to attract more recruits.  However, the government must 
support police officers by ensuring that they are not spending too much time completing paperwork at the 
stations.  That will allow them to spend more time in the community and, therefore, be a visible presence.   

Yesterday, I raised the issue of a companion card.  I appreciate the fact that the Minister for Disability Services 
is looking into this issue.  I am very hopeful -  

Ms M.M. Quirk:  That is not what I said to you, member for Alfred Cove.  I said I would make available to you, 
subject to legal advice, a copy of the legal advice on that matter. 
Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  I accept that the minister is going to make a copy of the legal advice available.  
However, from what the minister said yesterday I also assumed that she would be revisiting this issue.   

Ms M.M. Quirk:  That is not what I said.  I would read the Hansard if I were you.   
MR M.W. TRENORDEN (Avon) [4.57 pm]:  I was very pleased to see cabinet in the Avon Valley a few weeks 
ago. 

Ms M.M. Quirk:  We were pleased to be there. 
Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  It was a successful visit.  I have been pleased with some of the feedback from 
ministers who now understand Avon’s predicament in being a fast growing electorate.  I know that some of the 
ministers took that on board.  I am looking forward to a response from the appropriate ministers about what can 
be done in that part of the world.   
I want to deal with a serious issue in my electorate that is not primarily a state funding problem; namely, the 
services delivered to Aboriginal communities throughout Western Australia, particularly those in my electorate.  
I wrote a letter to Premier Gallop before he resigned in December.  I stated in my letter that during my 20 years 
in politics, conditions for Aboriginal people in my electorate had not improved.  If anything, they have gone 
slightly backwards.  I do not say that with the intent of incriminating anyone in particular.  It is about time that 
we focused on the real issues and started to make some core changes for Aboriginal people.  The Minister for 
Indigenous Affairs had a quiet word with me while she was in Northam.  At our table sat an Aboriginal lady who 
is of the same strong opinion.  I have spoken to a range of elders and other influential Aboriginal people in the 
Avon area.  We must fix the impasse that currently exists.  The Wheatbelt Aboriginal Corporation is in a state of 
flux, which is what happens when the federal government changes the system.  The reality is that the Wheatbelt 
Aboriginal Corporation has been looking after particular families.  As is the culture with Aboriginal people, 
when a particular family holds a position of power, they look after their own families and any opposing families 
do not get anything.  Worse than that, the Wheatbelt Aboriginal Corporation has documented evidence that 
moneys have been fraudulently given to people because they were members of the right family.  Two years ago I 
was approached by the then director of the Wheatbelt Aboriginal Corporation.  He told me that of the $1 million 
given to the Wheatbelt Aboriginal Corporation the previous year for projects, that million was now worth minus 
$70 000.  We have allowed this culture to prevail.  The Aboriginal people in my electorate certainly do not need 
the member for Avon to outline the situation, but I will do so because I am their representative.  I will argue 
strongly that I represent the Aboriginal people in my community.  The Aboriginal people of my electorate say 
that there is no accountability in the system and that there must be a change.  That change should not mean that, 
because the history of corporations like the Wheatbelt Aboriginal Corporation has been poor, we wipe them out.  
There is nothing in the foreseeable future that can replace that corporation.  Nor, as has happened in the past, 
should we go through a process by which it is administered from Perth.  That would be just as unacceptable.  We 
must have a process in which there is accountability. 

I know from experience that Aboriginal people have been paid holiday pay by the Wheatbelt Aboriginal 
Corporation for being on leave at the same time as they have been paid for being at work.  That is a factual 
statement.  It is happening right now.  This culture has been allowed to develop.  People do not raise these issues, 
because they do not want to be seen to be picking on Aboriginal people.  However, in the long run that kills the 
services that go to Aboriginal people.  We must be more hard-nosed about these matters.  The Aboriginal people 
of my electorate are asking me and all members to be more hard-nosed about the process.  I would like to go into 
this in much more detail, but I see the time is five o’clock, so I seek leave to continue my remarks at a later date.  
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[Leave granted for the member’s speech to be continued at a later stage.] 

Debate thus adjourned. 
 


